Futures of Aging
March 8, 2017

Gilbrea Centre for Studies in Aging
McMaster University
L.R. Wilson Hall, 2nd floor
11:30 am - 5:00 pm
Highlights of the day:
• Welcome reception (light lunch provided)
• Opening remarks by A. Grenier (Gilbrea) & M. Skinner (Trent)
• Keynote lecture by Neil Hanlon - Aging in resource-dependent
places: Considering the role of community development
• Panel discussion and student research poster session
• Student networking session

presented by

Keynote Speaker
Neil Hanlon, PhD
Dr. Hanlon is a Professor of Geography at the University of Northern
British Columbia. His research looks at rural and remote health service
provision, regional health governance, and community development
efforts tied to population health agendas. Much of this work intersects
with issues of social and geographical gerontology, and he has been at
the forefront of efforts to examine the dynamics of population aging in
resource-dependent places in Canada.

Aging in resource-dependent places:
Considering the role of community development
Population aging is a relatively recent phenomenon in many of Canada’s resource hinterland
regions and communities. Aging resource-dependent places face many of the challenges that
beset aging communities elsewhere in Canada (e.g., gaps in suitable housing and health care,
barriers to spatial mobility, social isolation of frail elderly) but with the added challenges of
geographic remoteness, small population bases, and an existing physical infrastructure that was
developed to support the needs of resource extractive industries and their workforces. At the same
time, resource hinterland areas are fascinating places in which to observe community-level
experiences of, and responses to, the opportunities and challenges of an aging population base.
Following an overview of prevailing issues and future challenges relating to ‘resource frontier
aging’, this presentation will consider the potential for processes of community development to
meet the challenges of an aging population and contribute to the renewal of hinterland places in
light of twenty-ﬁrst century economic, political, and social realities.
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Panel Discussion
Meridith Griffin,

PhD (Facilitator)

Meridith Grifﬁn is an Assistant Professor at McMaster University in the Department of Health, Aging and
Society cross-appointed with the Social Psychology program. Meridith possesses a Masters degree in
Human Kinetics from the University of British Columbia and a PhD in Sport & Health Sciences from the
University of Exeter, United Kingdom. Her current work explores health decision making in later life amid
prominent discursive imperatives to age actively and healthfully, and the embodied experience of learning
how to be active across the life course.

Amanda Grenier,

PhD

Amanda Grenier is an Associate Professor in the department of Health, Aging and Society at McMaster
University. She is also the Gilbrea Chair in Aging and Mental Health and Director of the Gilbrea Centre for
the Study of Aging. Amanda’s work explores the social constructs of aging and challenges taken-forgranted assumptions related to late life. Her research focuses on the interface of public policies,
organizational practices, and older people's lived experience. She has collected older people's narratives
with regards to late life transitions, impairment, and 'frailty' and continues to explore how these
narratives can inform contemporary planning efforts.

Mark Skinner,

PhD

Dr. Mark Skinner is the Canada Research Chair in Rural Aging, Health and Social Care and the founding
Director of the Trent Centre for Aging & Society. He teaches courses in qualitative methods, foundations
of geographic thought, health geography, rural community sustainability and community-based research.
His own widely published research is focused on the evolving role voluntarism is playing in aging rural
communities. Dr. Skinner also takes great interest in nurturing the talents of emerging scholars in the ﬁeld
of rural aging studies, and keenly builds alliances with like-minded academics from around the world.

Gavin Andrews,

PhD

Gavin Andrews is a Professor and Graduate Chair in the Department of Health, Aging and Society at
McMaster University. He is a leading health geographer, his wide-ranging research exploring the dynamics
between space/place and: aging, holistic medicine, health care work, phobias, sports and ﬁtness, health
histories and popular music. Much of his work is positional considering the progress, state-of-the-art and
future of health geography. Most recently in this regard he has started to articulate the potential of ‘nonrepresentational theory’ in his discipline; his papers illustrating how, as an approach, it might help animate
the lively and constant ‘taking-place’ of health and wellbeing.

Stephen Katz,

PhD

Dr. Stephen Katz teaches courses on Self and Social Interaction, Aging and the Life Course and Sociology
of Everyday Life. His research focuses on aging, critical gerontology, sociology of the body and cultures of
expertise. He is author of the books Disciplining Old Age and Cultural Aging, and numerous book chapters
and articles. He has written a series of articles with fellow Trent University sociologist Barbara L. Marshall
on aging, pharmaceutical expertise, sexuality and enhancement and is currently working on the cultural
aspects of aging memory and cognitive impairment.

Program
11:30—12:15 PM

Welcome Reception
L.R. Wilson Hall, Second Floor—Room 2001


12:15—12:30 PM

Light lunch provided

Opening Remarks
L.R. Wilson Hall, Second Floor—Room 2001



12:30—1:30 PM

Director, Gilbrea Centre — Amanda Grenier
Director, Trent Centre for Aging & Society—Mark Skinner

Panel Discussion
L.R. Wilson Hall, Second Floor—Room 2001
Facilitator: Meridith Griffin Panelists: Amanda Grenier, Mark
Skinner, Gavin Andrews, Stephen Katz

1:30—2:15 PM

Student Poster Session
L.R. Wilson Hall, First Floor—Room 1003



2:30—3:30 PM

Set up:11:30 am
Display: 11:30 am—5:00 pm

Keynote Lecture: Neil Hanlon, PhD
Michael DeGroote Building, Room 3022 (MDCL)


3:30—3:45 PM

Note: location change

Closing Remarks:

Grenier & Skinner

Michael DeGroote Building, Room 3022 (MDCL)

4:00—5:00 PM

Student Networking Session
L.R. Wilson Hall, Second Floor—Room 2001

Please complete all items and email to gilbrea@mcmaster.ca by no later than Friday, February 10, 2017.
Prior to completing this form please refer to the statement on collection of personal information and protection of
privacy policy at : http://www.mcmaster.ca/univsec/fippa/FIPPA_Statement.pdf
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